
5	Ways	to	be	an	(Uh-Oh)	
Wisconsin	Football	Fan	in	

Chicago		
By: Ally Spiroff 



 

Table	of	Contents	
 

 

First Quarter…………………………………………………………………………pg. 3 

 

Second Quarter………………………………………………………………………pg. 4 

 

Halftime…………………………………………………………………………......pg. 12 

 

Third Quarter……………………………………………………………….....…..pg. 13 

 

Fourth Quarter…………………………………………………………….……….pg. 18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

YOU + CHICAGO + FOOTBALL – WISCONSIN = !   
One known fact about being from Wisconsin: we take our football very seriously. First, you have the 
Wisconsin Badgers college football team, and then, on top of the Badgers, add the die-hard Packer fans.  

Most parents put their children’s names on the waiting list for Packer season tickets the day that they are 
born. When a football game is on, life completely shuts down (except maybe sports bars everywhere) and 
nothing else seems important. When the Packers win, the whole state’s mood changes. Everyone goes to 
work on Monday happy campers. If they lose, so help us God, because the whole state will be crabby going 
into work the next day.  

As a Wisconsinite myself, I grew up wearing a cheese head. I knew the complete roster of the Packer’s 
offensive line by age ten. I knew how many times the Badgers had been to the Rose Bowl and who the 
quarterbacks were for each one of those times. I knew about all of the legendary players. I learned how to 
throw a bad call brick at the television set when the referees were not calling the game “fairly.” I ran 
around the block in the middle of a Wisconsin January night in my shorts, a t-shirt, and my snow boots 
when the Packers won another Superbowl title, while all around me my neighbors were lighting off 
fireworks.  

All is well and good for a Wisconsin football fan living in Wisconsin. But what happens when a die-hard 
Packer and Badger fan packs up her belongings and moves to the city of Chicago? I had this struggle 
freshman year of college, when I first came to Chicago. I remembered that I was now in “Bear” country. 
Oh no! What could be worse!  

The rivalry runs deep. The Packers versus the Bears rivalry is the National Football League’s oldest 
rivalry, and one that both Packer fans and Bear fans take very seriously. Packer fans do not like the Bear 
fans and Bear fans really do not like Packer fans. My freshman year, I cannot say that I do not remember a 
Chicago Transit Authority bus driver flipping me off one Sunday afternoon as he drove past me on 
Sheridan Road, because I remember that moment clear as day. From that point on, I knew being a 
Wisconsin football fan living in Chicago was not going to be an easy task.  

Although my story sounds like a nightmare, never fear, currently discouraged residential Chicagoans who 
are die-hard Wisconsin football fans, I am here to encourage you after all: it does get better! Four years of 
experience under my belt, I can tell you that there are many ways to combat the struggle of being a 
Wisconsin football fan in Chicago. I can take you through my own journey of overcoming the Bear fans. I 
promise you that if you follow these five steps, what we previously thought of as such dangerous territory 
will be much, much less scary. Ready, set, hike!  

YOU + CHICAGO + FOOTBALL – WISCONSIN + THE FIVE 
STEP PLAN TO STILL GET YOUR CHEESEHEAD ON = ☺   



 

Way #1 to be a Wisconsin Football Fan in Chicago: Outdoor 
Tailgates (While You Can Still Feel Your Feet and You Do Not Yet 
Feel Like You Are At Lambeau Field in Mid-January)  
At the beginning of the collegiate and the professional football seasons, the early fall weather usually makes 
the forecast for Chicago weekends sunny with a nice, cool, crisp breeze. This type of weather allows us 
Wisconsin fans for perfect outdoor tailgate weather.  

The first Packer game of this fall season proved extremely problematic, as the Packers were playing the 
Bears AT Bears. I wanted to go watch the game, but the tickets were very, very pricey for a student’s 
budget. Besides, being a Packer fan at Soldier Field is tough (oof!).  

After some Google deliberation, I found a comprehensive list of many of the Packer bars in Chicago, and I 
found that many of them had outdoor tailgates and game screenings. I found myself particularly drawn to 
one tailgate in particular, which was going to show the game on large projector screens in the parking lot 
behind the bar. They were going to serve traditional Wisconsin tailgate food, such a brats, cheese, and 
Wisconsin-brewed beers.  

It especially worked out because my other friend and teammate here in Chicago, one of the rare few Packer 
fans that I personally know here, has not turned 21 yet, and this outdoor tailgate did not have an age 
requirement to get in. After our Sunday morning long run, we showered and made the quick turn-around to 
Kroll’s (1736 S. Michigan Ave.) in the South Loop. Not going to lie, there were some Bear fans on the 
premises, but the Packer fan turn-out was definitely at a level where my friend and I felt safe to cheer as 
loudly as we could for our team, while enjoying a brat that tasted like it came straight from our homeland. 

The outdoor tailgate provided a space for us to enjoy the fall sunshine and cheer on our team in their first 
game of the season. Despite the game just being down the block from where we were watching at, we felt 
more at home with a greater number Packer fans surrounding us than typically experienced in any one area 
of Chicago. Oh, and did I mention that the Packers won? Oh yeah, Go Pack Go! ;)  



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIVE FROM THE @runningforlife2 
TWEETDECK:  

The Spot 
(permanently closed) 

Gannon’s Pub 

4264 N Lincoln Ave. 

 

 Will’s Northwoods Inn 

3030 N. Racine Ave. 

 

Gold Star Bar 

1755 W. Division St. 

 
O’Leary’s Public House  

541 N. Wells St. 

 



 

 

I did a little Internet browsing when I was looking for a tailgate for the 
Packer season opener this year, and I came across an awesome website 
called packer-bars.com. This site shows you all of the known Packer bars by 
state, simply because Packer fans are everywhere!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Way #2 to be a Wisconsin Football Fan in Chicago: Will’s 
Northwoods Inn. It’s as simple as that.  
Way #2 has to be dedicated completely to Will’s Northwoods Inn. Will’s (3030 N. Racine Ave) is a 
Wisconsin bar in Lakeview that a fellow Wisconsin fan living in Chicago at the time passed onto me four 
years ago, and his recommendation is one of the greatest recommendations ever made to me, ever.  

I am not even being dramatic, I swear. Will’s is a magical place. When you walk in, you are immediately in 
a Wisconsin fan’s oasis. Moose heads on the wall, pictures of up north Wisconsin surround you, and you 
cannot forget the Packer and Badger paraphernalia every which way.  Televisions are plentiful, and 
Wisconsin beer, brats, and cheese curds make up the menu. My favorite part of Will’s set up would have to 
be the back patio. In the back, until it is too cold to be outside anymore, Will’s puts on their own tailgate. 
The fence around is lined with wooden benches that have Wisconsin football logos on them, and the patio 
includes a full-service bar, port-a-potties, and my personal favorite, a bear wearing a cheesehead.   

It is not only the setup of the bar that makes Will’s what it is, but also the atmosphere. Wisconsin football 
fans from all over the city of Chicago meet up at Will’s to join together and celebrate for the games. It is 
not uncommon to arrive three hours before a game in order just to get in for standing room. It is also not 
uncommon for there to be a line out the door to get in.  

The reason Will’s is so popular is because of the camaraderie. Throughout the game, all of the classic 
Wisconsin football chants, such as the “Go Pack Go” song, can be heard over the loudspeaker. People are 
giving high fives all around on any scored touchdown. With all of these traditions being shared throughout 
the games, a Wisconsin fan cannot help but feel at home here. The up north vibe reminds me of being up 
north in Wisconsin in the summer, and all of the people around me remind me of where I come from. 
Will’s is as if all of the Wisconsin football fans hiding all over Chicago crawled out of their apartments and 
met up for a giant celebration. I have even run into some people that I know from my hometown in Will’s.  

I would recommend to any Wisconsin football fan living or visiting in Chicago to get out to Will’s for as 
many football games as possible, especially earlier in the season so that you experience the back patio in 
full swing. The atmosphere is like none other. I would argue that it is not only the best Wisconsin football 
bar in Chicago, but it might also be one of the best Wisconsin football bars ever, even out of the bars in 
Wisconsin.  

 

Want a tour of Will’s 
Northwoods Inn?  
Let’s start from the outside of the bar. 

(Side note: for all you super extreme die-hard 
Wisconsin football fans, there are apartments for 
rent above the bar.) 

(Second side note: these photos were taken four 
hours before a Monday night Packer game in 
October. Let me repeat, FOUR hours before a 
MONDAY NIGHT Packer game, and the bar was 
already filling up.) 



 

The view of the back patio from outside the bar. I spy… Walking in to the front room at Will’s  



 

 

 

 

 

Hint: 
You can 
play these 
videos at 
the 
bottom of 
the 
article!   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“We know where to 
flock.” ~Packer fan 
on other Packer’s 
fans, at Will’s 
Northwoods Inn 

“It’s awesome 
because we 
always win when 
we play them (the 
Bears). So I love 
wearing my 
Packer shirt 
around Chicago 
because 
everyone, like, 
can’t say 
anything.” 
~Packer fan at 
Will’s 
Northwoods Inn 

“It is hard not being 
21 when you live in 
Chicago during 
Packer season 
because you cannot 
go and watch the 
game with your fellow 
fans at Packer bars. I 
cannot wait until I am 
21 so I can go to 
Will’s!” ~Claire 
Knaus, college 
student & die-hard 
Packer fan 

LIVE FROM THE 
@runningforlife2 TWEETDECK:  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Way #3 to be a Wisconsin Football Fan in Chicago: Live Updates. 
Thank goodness for the 21st century.  
When I find myself in a pickle, I can always count on 21st century technology to keep me updated on the 
score of the game, whether it is the Packers or the Badgers. Thanks to Twitter, the number one way I stay 
connected with my teams, I can almost get play-by-play action of all of the games. For the Packers, I can 
also get live updates on the website. 

The Internet especially has made my life easier because my roommates and I do not pay for cable at our 
apartment. Being able to stay in the comfort of my own apartment and get live game updates is very nice, 
despite our lack of cable television.  

The Internet also comes in handy if, say you are out to dinner at a really fancy restaurant with your friend’s 
parents, but there is a Packer game on and you want to check the score under the table (not saying that it’ 
has happened before or anything :P).  

Also, when there is that one game a year when the Packers play the Bears in the Bear’s house (Soldier 
Field), you can drive by on Lakeshore Drive and yell as loudly as possible, “Go Packers!!!” just to be super 
obnoxious (not that I have ever done it before either, ok, maybe on the way home from a team long run :P). 

Either way, thanks to the 21st century, there are many ways to stay updated on the Packers and the Badgers 
that do not involve cable television or being at a bar. Say you are in class, at work, or otherwise extremely 
busy, it is not a problem in today’s world. You are welcome to yell as you drive, run, walk, or bike by 
Soldier Field, but, if you do not prefer that approach, social media have you covered.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Way #4 to be a Wisconsin Football Fan in Chicago: Go back to 
the homeland.  
As you can see so far, despite it being surprisingly easy to get your Wisconsin football fix in Chicago, I 
must admit that there is nothing more comfortable than watching a Packer game in the comfort of your 
own home.  

When I get a break in the school year, I make my way to my homeland, the great state of Wisconsin. 
Since the whole state shuts down during a football game, I find time to get a good Badger or Packer 
game in. My favorite place in the world to watch a game is on the big, comfy couch in my family’s 
study on our wall-mounted flat-screen television. My whole family is sitting on the couch and the 
surrounding chairs, all decked out in our Wisconsin football gear, and in the middle of us is a giant 
bowl of tortilla chips and another of guacamole.  

This fall break, I unfortunately could not be on my couch with my whole family, but I think I 
experienced an even better scenario, one that was dearer to my heart and that I will always remember. 
My grandma is in a nursing home now, and I happened to be home on the weekend that we were 
celebrating my grandpa’s birthday that was the week before. They wanted to watch the Packer game 
together, so we rented out a room at the nursing home, my aunt brought lasagna, and we watched the 
game with my whole family in a room together. It was so sweet because my grandparents were really 
happy to be watching the game together, holding hands the whole time.  

It was also sweet because my whole life I have been watching games with my grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, cousins, my mom, my dad, and my brother. During my grandpa’s party and the Packer game, 
my dad made a joke about the amount of Packer games “the crew” has watched together over the years, 
and he is so right. 

In Chicago, you can certainly enjoy Wisconsin football games, but I do not think you can replicate the 
feeling of going back to the homeland and watching a game with your family or whoever you grew up 
watching games with.  

 

Happy 
birthday, 
Grandpa!  

Best birthday 
present of the 
night: a Packer 
win  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Way #5 to be a Wisconsin Football Fan in Chicago: Go to a 
game!!! 
Maybe the best way of all to enjoy a Wisconsin football game is to actually go to a Wisconsin football 
game. It involves leaving the city of Chicago again, but it is totally worth the trip.  

Also on fall break, when I was up in Wisconsin, I got a chance to attend the Badger game against the 
Iowa Hawkeyes. I went to visit my friends and family who go to school in Madison, and all of them had 
tickets to the game. I found myself in the Wisconsin student section for the day, which was a blast. I 
participated in all of the student game day traditions: the tailgate, then the game… and the bars 
afterwards.  

During the game, I also participated in all of the game-time traditions. I jingled my keys whenever a 
team kicked off, sang along acapella with all of the other students to the rest of “Build Me Up 
Buttercup” when it cut off from playing over the loudspeaker, and found myself chanting, “First and ten 
Wisconsin!” whenever we got the first down. My favorite part of all of the game-time traditions was 
definitely “jumping around.” I wanted to participate in this end-of-the-third-quarter tradition for my 
whole life, and it was as epic as I always imagined that it would be.  

Before hitting the bars that night to celebrate the game (even though they lost, Badger fans still 
celebrate), I spent the day exploring the city of Madison. I walked up and down State Street, had some 
fresh ice cream made right in town at Babcock Dairy, explored the state capitol building, and sat 
outside on the terrace and looked out over Lake Mendota. It was also a rare and wonderful opportunity 
to visit with my family and friends in Madison that I do not get to see very often anymore. 

Especially as a huge Wisconsin football fan, if you get a chance to attend a Badger game or a Packer 
game, you definitely should. Tickets start around $40 per game for the Badgers on Stub Hub. Tickets 
for the Packer game are quite pricey, starting around $200 per game on Stub Hub. If possible, make 
friends with someone who has season tickets to a Packer game so that they will invite you to a game (I 
kid you not, this method is the best way to get to a Packer game at a reasonable price!). Even if you do 
end up paying the price for Packer tickets, I promise you it is worth all of your money and more. A trip 
to the historic Lambeau Field is a trip you will never forget (I have also attended a couple Packer games 
in my lifetime ;)). Both a trip to Camp Randall and a trip to Lambeau Field will be memories of a 
lifetime for a dedicated Wisconsin football fan.  

Links: 
The Badger vs. Iowa game I attended- 
Wisconsin student section sings 
“Build Me Up Buttercup” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-
A2enTEHaQ 

“Jump Around” – view from above 
the Wisconsin student section 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9
35YNMzsleI 

 

 

Packer Fact:  
The waiting list for season tickets at Lambeau 
Field is legendary. The season tickets have 
been sold out every year since 1960. In order to 
put your name on the historic list, you must fill 
out a form and mail it in. Many times in 
Wisconsin, the day a new child is born, their 
family immediately put that child’s name on 
the waiting list. You can find out the form to 
get on the waiting list for season tickets by 
following this link: 
http://www.packers.com/tickets/season-
tickets.html  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The view from the student section inside Camp 
Randall Stadium, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

My friends & I at the Badger game 

Reunited with my cousin – Wisconsin 
football games bring the family back 
together!  

The 
infamous 
Badger 
band in 
perfect 
formation 
at halftime 

Wisconsin State Capitol Building 



 

 

 

LIVE FROM THE 
@runningforlife2 TWEETDECK:  

Social 
Media!  



 



 

 

Game Summary:  

YOU + CHICAGO + FOOTBALL – WISCONSIN = still ☺   
Any Wisconsin football fan will tell you that living in Chicago during football season is not exactly a walk 
in the park. There might be some heckling from Bear fans, and there will be a lot of looks when you wear 
that Wisconsin jersey while you are strolling down Michigan Avenue.  

It is no easy feat to be a Wisconsin football fan in Chicago, but it is not impossible. These five steps are 
meant to make your life a little easier.  

Outdoor tailgates in Chicago outside of Badger and Packer bars or otherwise outside are there for you 
while the fall weather is still bearable. They are great ways to catch some rays, watch the game, potentially 
consume some grub that reminds you of your homeland, and all the while being surrounded by majority 
fellow Wisconsin football fans.  

A foolproof way to surround yourself with Wisconsin football fans is to head to Will’s Northwoods Inn in 
Lakeview. Will’s provides a fun, up north Wisconsin atmosphere in which the beer is brewed in Wisconsin 
and the cheese curds are the way they are supposed to be. Will’s can be a Wisconsin football fan’s home 
away from home during the football season, so long as you arrive early enough. As the most popular 
Packer bar in Chicago, it is normal for fans to start clumping around the bar three hours out before the 
game. If you do not have time to get to Will’s three hours early, there are numerous other Packer bars in 
Chicago and the Chicagoland area that you could go to.  

If you are unable to get to a Packer bar and you are not near any televisions, you can stay updated on all 
Wisconsin football games online and through social media. The 21st century certainly has you covered. All 
of these resources allow you to stay updated from almost anywhere, not just Chicago.  

If you are in Chicago and the Bears happen to be playing the Packers, you can always drive by the actual 
Bears stadium and shout out the window. You could be brave and go to the game, but if you do not want to 
interact with too many Bears fans, driving by the game and yelling positive reinforcements out at the brave 
Packer fans attending the game is the way to go (and maybe a couple of jabs at Bears fans too :P).  

Although it is possible to be a Wisconsin football fan in Chicago, the best way to enjoy your teams is to 
make a trip back to your homeland. Nothing can really compete to watching the game with your family and 
friends, the people you grew up watching games with. Dorothy from Wizard of Oz said it best, after all: 
“there is no place like home.”  

Even better than going to the homeland, go to a game! Camp Randall and Lambeau Field both have insane 
atmospheres that prove why Wisconsin football fans are the best fans in the whole world. Even with the 
expensive ticket prices, it is worth paying for to experience a game live and in person.  

With all these options, there is no telling what fandom a Chicago Packer and Badger fan can accomplish.   

 

  


